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Belhelvie Parish Church 

Scottish Charity No SC016387 

Year ended 31 December 2019  
Trustees’ Annual Report  
Year ended 31 December 2019 
 
The trustees present their annual report and financial statements of the charity for the year ended 31 

December 2019. The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the accounting 

policies set out in note 1 to the accounts and comply with the General Assembly Regulations for 

Congregational Finance, the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005, the Charities 

Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006 (as amended) and Accounting and Reporting by Charities: 

Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance 

with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland published on 

16 July 2014. 

 

Objectives and Activities 
 
The Church of Scotland is Trinitarian in doctrine, Reformed in tradition and Presbyterian in polity.  

It exists to glorify God and to work for the advancement of Christ’s Kingdom throughout the 

world.  As a national Church, it acknowledges a distinctive call and duty to bring the ordinances of 

religion to the people in every parish of Scotland through a territorial ministry.  It co-operates with 

other Churches in various ecumenical bodies in Scotland and beyond. 

 

A regular Service of Worship is held at 11am every Sunday morning. Evening services took place 

on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday which were shared with Foveran Church, one of our Parish 

Grouping churches. The Maundy Thursday service was held in Holyrood Chapel, Newburgh, and 

the Good Friday service in Belhelvie Church. Our annual service conducted by the Elders of the 

Kirk Session was held in May. Special services were held during the season of Advent including a 

Christingle Service, a well-attended Community Carol service in Balmedie Leisure Centre, a 

Nativity Service held in our sanctuary and a Watchnight Service. Representatives of the local 

uniformed youth organisations attended services for Remembrance Sunday and Thinking 

Day/Founder’s Day.  

 

Achievements and Performance 

 
The Sunday School, 1UP Group and Kirk Klub continue to cater for the children in the church 

family, and with the addition of the children at Mainly Music, 64 children are regularly involved 

with the congregation.  

 

There are 21 adult adherents presently worshipping regularly with us in addition to our regular 

members. Typical attendance on a Sunday is around 80 adults and children.  

 

In addition to the regular pastoral work done by elders in their quarterly visitations, the Pastoral 

Care Team oversee a small team of visitors, pairing them up with housebound and infirm folk in 

the congregation. Their monthly drop-in cafe – ‘Coffee Haven’ – attracts 25-30 folk regularly, 

some of whom come from Balmedie House Care Home, Eigie House sheltered complex or are 

living on their own and are in need of companionship. 
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Achievements and Performance (continued) 
 

The Thursday Evening House Group continues to meet twice a month between Autumn and Spring 

attendance is normally between 10 to 15. This continues to be a key place where our members 

grow in fellowship and in prayer. 

 

The Men’s Group continues with social events on an ad-hoc basis, but now meets regularly for a 

men’s breakfast each month. Our male voice choir (the BBC) meet regularly to practice and have 

been well received on Sundays when taking part in worship.  

 

The Guild continues to meet faithfully on the third Tuesday of the month with an eclectic selection 

of speakers and raises income for charitable purposes through their monthly soup lunches at the 

church. They have moved their pattern of meeting; now meeting from spring to autumn so that 

older members don’t have to come out on winter evenings. 

 

The Welcome Team continues to draw a wide number of people into the service of the church 

through the tea-and coffee rota on Sundays, as well as occasional catering for other events. 

 

The Church Magazine is produced quarterly and distributed to members and other interested 

parties, and copies are left in public spaces within the parish.  

 

The Glebe committee sees diligently to the maintenance of our glebe land, sowing grass and 

repairing fences and drains as needed, as well as organising grazing lets. 

 

The choir meet regularly for practice and continue to lead the singing on Sunday, with occasional 

anthems. The worship music group also leads Sunday worship on occasion.  

 

An Eco Committee has been formed, including several of our younger members, and is raising 

awareness of ecological issues within the congregation.  

 

The Mainly Music group continues to be very successful with 20 parents in attendance with their 

children and a long waiting list. A team of seven regular helpers and other volunteers help offer 

this service and significant pastoral care to those who attend.  

 

The Social Committee has organised several events throughout the year including concerts, quiz 

nights and our fundraising Christmas Coffee morning. A fundraising Fashion Show was also held 

in November, with proceeds to the Development Fund. 

 

The congregation continues to participate enthusiastically in Christian Aid week but changed its 

approach this year by foregoing the door to door collection and focusing on fundraisers such as a 

soup lunch, quiz night and sponsored walk. This approach was successful and the amount raised 

tallied well with that of previous years. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 3 

 

Belhelvie Parish Church 

Scottish Charity No SC016387 

Year ended 31 December 2019  
Trustees’ Annual Report (continued)  
Year ended 31 December 2019 

 

Achievements and Performance (continued) 
 

Church members continue to take a leading role in the ‘Friendship Club’, a social group for senior 

citizens which meets in Eigie House in Balmedie.  

 

The Banner Group has continued to produce banners for the sanctuary and the Forsyth Hall, and 

occasional one-off projects for the needy at home and abroad. 

 

We ran ‘Life Streams’ course in spiritual formation which was well received by those who 

attended. 

 

Members of the congregation take a leading role in other community groups such as The 

Friendship Club, Better Balmedie, Belhelvie Community Trust and the Friends of Balmedie House, 

making a real difference to our parish. 

 

With regard to the Development Programme, we reached a position with internal and external 

funding where a solid funding package was approved by Presbytery and Kirk Session, allowing us 

to proceed with the build. 

 

As in previous years, we are being careful to take our Development work forward in a measured 

and manageable fashion. 

 

Financial Review 
 
At the end of the financial year the General Fund had a surplus of £25,658 (2018 £10,858) before 

transfers. The General Fund income of £101,278 (2018 £96,886) has increased in the year by 4.5% 

(2018 5.9%). The membership continue to be the major supporters of the Church through their 

commitment and contribution, with £62,214 (2018 £67,063) contributed via recorded contributions, 

a further £5,156 (2018 £5,676) being received by open plate and donations, by Sunday School and 

One Up contributing £700 (2018 £463). With Tax Recovery of £14,041 (2018 £15,403), donations 

of £460 (2018 £420), an unrestricted legacy of £13,326 (2018 £nil) and pulpit supply refund of £60 

(2018 £147) brought the total voluntary income to £95,957 (2018 £89,172).  Once again the annual 

review cards were used and this raised awareness of giving among the members. The Trustees 

would again stress the need for members, who have not already done so, to consider using one of 

the recorded methods of contribution, which allows the Church to format a proper budget for the 

running costs and maintenance. In addition, donations should be made, where possible, under the 

Gift Aid scheme which allows the Church to recover an extra 25% of the donation from HM 

Revenue and Customs. 

 

The General Fund expenditure of £75,620 (2018 £86,028) is lower this year primarily due to 

decreased Ministries and Mission allocation of £9,623 following a special case reduction during the 

year and lower salary costs of £440. After transferring £5,000 (2018 £5,000) to the Designated 

Fabric fund and £10,000 (2018 £nil) to the Development fund following the reduction in the 

Ministries and Missions allocation, a surplus of £10,658 (2018 £5,858) arose. Adding this surplus 

brings the total year end value of the General Fund to £112,983 (2018 £102,325). 
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Financial Review (continued) 
 

The Development Project Fund received £53,215 (2018 £22,736) via a combination of one off 

donations and monthly regular giving and Tax Recovery of £4,951 (2018 £3,466). During the year 

£47,795 (2018 £nil) was transferred from the balance of the Fabric Reserve Fund held by the 

Church of Scotland Investments Trust (shown under the Investments/Deposits Fund in note 14 of 

the Accounts). £43,879 was transferred from the Forysth Hall Fund and £10,000 (2018 £nil) was 

transferred from the General Fund following the reduction of the 2019 Ministries and Mission 

allocation. Included within note 8 of the Accounts £16,373 (2018 £15,509) has been capitalised 

during the year for work done relating to the Development Programme. These movements have 

resulted in the fund being increased by £143,467 during the year (2018 increased by £6,313) to 

give a total carried forward fund value at the year end of £186,676 (2018 £43,209).  

 

The Social Committee and Welcome Team raised £3,408 (2018 £3,056) from fundraising for 

improvements within The Forsyth Hall.  Other income from hall lets and donations amounted to 

£3,443 (2018 £4,696). Hall expenditure amounted to £4,541 (2018 £4,907) and was for 

maintenance, repairs and running costs of the hall. During the year a transfer to the Development 

Fund was made of £43,879 (2018 £nil) resulting in the fund being depleted by £41,569 (2018 

surplus £2,845). This has been deducted from the fund to give a total carried forward fund value at 

the year end of £17,584 (2018 £59,153). 

 

The Mainly Music group raised £1,790 (2018 £1,485).  Expenditure of £1,310 (2018 £706) was 

incurred during the year. The fund was increased by £480 during the year (2018 increased by £779) 

and this has been added to the fund to give a total carried forward fund at the year end of £2,295 

(2018 £1,815). 

 

The Designated Fabric Fund recorded income from a donation of £1,500 (2018 £nil), interest on 

investments of £1,263 (2018 £1,262) and £5,000 (2018 £5,000) transfer from the General Fund. 

Expenditure in the year included £2,898 (2018 £15,663) relating to the cost of maintenance and 

repairs of the church and manse properties. Also within note 11 of the Accounts there is a year end 

creditor for the cost of the new Church boiler and heating system totaling £12,990 (2018 £nil). The 

fund was depleted by £8,125 during the year (2018 depleted by £9,401) and this has been deducted 

from the fund to give a carried forward fund value at the end of the year of £10,653 (2018 

£18,778). 

 

The Investment/Deposit Fund recorded an investment gain of £4,642 (2018 loss £1,767) and 

deposit interest income of £126 (2018 £244). During the year there was a transfer of the Fabric 

Reserve Fund balance held by the Church of Scotland Investors Trust to the Development Project 

Fund of £47,795 (2018 £nil). This resulted in the fund being depleted by £43,027 (2018 depleted 

by £1,523) giving a total carried forward fund value at the year end of £51,326 (2018 £94,353).  

 

The Glebe fund recorded a deficit of £50 (2018 deficit of £50) resulting in a total carried forward 

fund value at the year end of £3,393 (2018 £3,443). 

 

The Benevolent fund recorded income of £120 (2018 £nil) and expenditure of £350 (2018 £nil) 

therefore giving a carried forward fund value at the year end of £1,924 (2018 £2,154). 
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Financial Review (continued) 

 
There were no movements in the Right Christmas Appeal Fund and Flower Fund with fund values 

remaining at £10 and £250 respectively. 

 

Risk Management 

 
2019 saw a reduction in membership of seven, the smallest drop for several years. Ten members 

died, and a further three moved or were removed from the membership roll, while six new 

members joined the church. We administered 1 baptism and 1 service of blessing for children this 

year. Though formal membership continues to be of concern, younger folk continue to associate 

themselves with our congregation in many different ways.  

 

Following the approval of the Hall Annexe at the end of 2019 with groundworks starting in January 

2020, external applications for Development Funding have been very successful. This has included  

a sizeable grant from LEADER, our main external funding body. This, along with other grants plus 

our own internal fundraising is allowing us to proceed with the build. We have sufficient funding 

for the entire build plus an approved line of credit from the central 121 organisation if required.  

 

Cash flow planning is in place, and part of the conditions of LEADER funding is a carefully 

worked out scheme of budgetary and constructional milestones which we are obliged to hit. We 

have employed a Quantity Surveyor to ensure that these targets are met and costs come in at or 

below budget. 

 

We anticipate the building work to be finished by December 2020 and once complete we will need 

the congregation to re-focus on regular giving to ensure that sufficient funds are in place for the 

day to day running of the church. Though regular giving has kept up well during the Development 

Programme, we know there is no room for complacency. 

 

With the arrival of Covid 19 in early 2020 our church buildings had to be closed in accordance 

with Scottish Government policy and the instructions from the Church of Scotland administration. 

 

We have maintained an online presence during this time and are able to report that the numbers 

watching are between two and three times the number who would attend a regular Sunday service, 

which is encouraging. We are endeavoring to keep in touch with our members electronically and 

through other means for those who are not digitally connected. 

 

Though there will be some loss of income due to not meeting in person, a good number of our most 

generous givers already make their donations electronically, while others are keeping money aside 

for the time when we can meet again. 

 

Recognising that our new ‘viewers’ on social media and the internet may wish to support our work 

financially, we have also provided links on Facebook and our webpage which will allow them to do 

so, and several have already contributed. 
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As lockdown relaxes, we are planning carefully for a return to our Church Sanctuary in mid 

September. This will be done with the greatest of care, following the detailed advice which is 

coming to us from the central Church of Scotland as they respond to the Scottish Government’s 

timetable. Once that return has taken place, and is proceeding well, we will then turn our attention 

to the Forsyth Hall later in the autumn/winter, bringing that revenue stream into play again.   
 

Reserves Policy 
 
The trustees have considered the reserves required and have taken into account their current and 
future liabilities.  It is the Trustees’ policy to hold reserves of approximately six months 
expenditure including designated funds. At the year end the Church held unrestricted funds of 
£112,983.  This includes the provision for six months expenditure and also the amount 
envisaged on necessary church repairs during 2020. 
 
The Church also held £491,577 of restricted funds which have been provided for the purposes 
specified in Note 14. 

 

Structure, Governance and Management 
 
The congregation is a registered charity, number SC016387 and is administered in accordance 
with the Deed of Constitution (Unitary Form) and is subject to the Acts and Regulations of the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. 
 
Members of the Kirk Session are the charity trustees.  The Kirk Session members are the elders 
of the church and are chosen from those members of the church who are considered to have the 
appropriate gift and skills.  The minister, who is a member of the Kirk Session, is elected by the 
congregation and inducted by Presbytery. Certain responsibilities are delegated to the Finance 
Committee and Property Committee as appropriate. The Kirk Session which meets six times a 
year is responsible for spiritual affairs within the Church. 

 

Reference and Administrative Information  

Trustees   

Rev Dr Paul McKeown Edward Findlay Eileen Moir 

Linda Anderson Patricia Forbes Margaret Murison 

William Anderson Alison Fowler Mark Ovall  

Laura Barron Allan Jeffrey John Reid  

Anne Christie Aileen Lamb Marion Reid 

Innes Christie Jeanette Lamb Allan Ritchie  

Alex Cooper Robert Lamb Janette Stevenson  

Marc Costello Erik Leslie Shona Taylor  

Doreen Crawford Elizabeth Mackenzie Francois Van Niekerk  

Alistair Cruickshank Ian Mackenzie  Carole Winter 

Ewan Daniel Daphne McWilliam  
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Reference and Administrative Information (continued) 

 

Principle Office-bearers 

 

Minister: Rev Dr Paul McKeown 

Session Clerk: Allan Ritchie   

Church Treasurers: Robert Lamb up to 5th February 2020 and  

 Francois Van Niekerk from 6th February 2020  

   

Principal Office 

Belhelvie Parish Church 

Balmedie 

Aberdeenshire 

AB23 8YR 

 

Charity No: SC016387 

 
Independent Examiner 
Richard Christie CA 

c/o James Milne  
Chartered Accountants 
5 Bon Accord Square 

Aberdeen 

AB11 6XZ 
 
Bankers 

Clydesdale Bank 

George Street Branch 

62 Union Street 
Aberdeen 
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Trustees’ Responsibilities in Relation to the Financial Statements 

 

The charity trustees are responsible for preparing a trustee’s annual report and financial 

statements in accordance with applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards 

(United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice). 
 

The law applicable to charities in Scotland requires the charity trustees to prepare financial 
statements for each year which show a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charity 

and of the incoming resources and application of resources, of the charity for that period. In 
preparing the financial statements, the trustees are required to:  
 
• select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;  

 

• observe the method and principles in the applicable Charities SORP;  
 
• make judgments and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;  
 
• state whether applicable accounting standards and statements of recommended practice have been 

followed, subject to any departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements; and  
 
• prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume 

that the charity will continue in operational existence.  
 
 

The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which disclose with reasonable 

accuracy at any time the financial position of the charity and to enable them to ensure that the 

financial statements comply with the Charities and Trustees Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and 

the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006 (as amended). They are also responsible for 

safeguarding the assets of the charity and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and 

detection of fraud and other irregularities. 

 

The trustees are responsible for the maintenance and integrity of the charity and financial 

information on the congregation’s website. Legislation in the United Kingdom governing the 

preparation and dissemination of financial statements may differ from legislation in other 

jurisdictions. 

 

Approved by the Trustees and signed on their behalf, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed …………………………………………… 
 
Rev Dr Paul McKeown 
Minister 

 

Date ………………………….. 



 

Page 9 

 

 

Belhelvie Parish Church  
Scottish Charity No SC016387  
Year ended 31 December 2019 

Belhelvie Parish Church  
SC0 16387 
 
Independent Examiner's Report to the Trustees of Belhelvie Parish Church 
 
 

I report on the accounts of the charity for the year ended 31 December 2019 which are set out on pages 

10 to 19. 

 
Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner 
 
The charity’s trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the terms of 

the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities Accounts (Scotland) 

Regulations 2006 (as amended). 

 
The charity trustees consider that the audit requirement of Regulation 10(1) (a) to (c) of the Accounts 

Regulations does not apply. It is my responsibility to examine the accounts as required under section 

44(1) (c) of the Act and to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.  
 

Basis of independent examiner’s statement 
 
My examination is carried out in accordance with Regulation 11 of the Charities Accounts (Scotland) 

Regulations 2006 (as amended). An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the 

charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of 

any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeks explanations from the trustees concerning any 

such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an 

audit, and consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts. 

 
Independent examiner’s statement  
In the course of my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 

 
1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements:   

 to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 44(1) (a) of the 2005 Act and 
Regulation 4 of the 2006 Accounts Regulations (as amended), and  

 
 to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with Regulation 

8 of the 2006 Accounts Regulations (as amended) have not been met, or  
 
2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the 

accounts to be reached.  
 

 
Signed   ………………………………….. 
 
 

Richard Christie CA  
Partner 

 
      James Milne  

 
Chartered Accountants 

 
5 Bon Accord Square 

 
Aberdeen 

 
AB11 6XZ 

 
Date    …………………………………… 
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Statement of Financial Activities                 

                 

Year ended 31 December 2019   

Unrestricted 

Funds 

2019 

  

Restricted 

Funds 

2019 

 Endow-

ment 

Funds 

2019 

  

 

Total 

2019 

  

Unrestricted 

Funds 

2018 

  

Restricted 

Funds 

2018 

 Endow-

ment 

Funds 

2018 

  

 

Total 

2018 

 Note £  £  £  £  £  £  £  £ 

Income and endowments from:                 

Donations and legacies 1 95,957  59,787  -  155,744  89,172  26,202  -  115,374 

Charitable activities 2 4,505  -  -  4,505  6,898  -  -  6,898 

Other trading activities 3 340  9,140  -  9,480  340  9,737  -  10,077 

Investments  4 476  1,390  -  1,866  476  1,507  -  1,983 

                 

Total income  101,278  70,317  -  171,595  96,886  37,446  -  134,332 

                 

Expenditure on: 5                

Raising funds  184  -  -  184  179  -  -  179 

Charitable activities  75,052  17,043  -  92,095  85,489  33,237  -  118,726 

Other  384  -  -  384  360  -  -  360 

                 

Total expenditure  75,620  17,043  -  92,663  86,028  33,237  -  119,265 

                 

Net income before gains on investments  25,658  53,274  -  78,932  10,858  4,209  -  15,067 

                 

Net gains/(losses) on investments  -  4,641  -  4,641  -  (1,766)  -  (1,766) 

                 

Net income  25,658  57,915  -  83,573  10,858  2,443  -  13,301 

                 

Transfers between Funds  (15,000)  15,000  -  -  (5,000)  5,000  -  - 

                 

Net movement in funds  10,658  72,915  -  83,573  5,858  7,443  -  13,301 

                 

Reconciliation of funds:                 

                 

Total funds brought forward  102,325  418,662  -  520,987  96,467  411,219  -  507,686 

                 

Total funds carried forward  112,983  491,577  -  604,560  102,325  418,662  -  520,987 
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Belhelvie Parish Church 

Scottish Charity No SC016387 

Year Ended 31 December 2019 

Balance Sheet 

At 31 December 2019 
 

  
 

Total Funds 2019 
 

Total Funds 2018 

 Note 
 

£  £ 

Fixed Assets:      

Tangible assets 8  217,466  195,497 

Investments 9  51,202   46,560 

Total Fixed Assets  
 268,668  242,057 

      

Current Assets  
    

Debtors 10  21,719  20,877 

Cash at bank and in hand   329,309   270,443 

Total Current Assets  
 351,028  291,320 

 

Liabilities  

 

 

 

 

Creditors falling due within one year 11 
 15,136   12,390 

Net Current Assets   335,892  278,930 

Net Assets  
 

604,560 
 

 520,987 

  
 

 
 

 

The funds of the charity:      

Endowment funds 14  -  - 

Restricted income funds 14 
 491,577  418,662 

Unrestricted income funds 14 
  112,983  102,325 

Total charity funds   604,560  520,987 

    
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The accounts were approved by the trustees on                                 and signed on their behalf  by: 

     

 

 

 

 

 

   Minister 

      

 

  

 

     Treasurer  
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Accounting Policies 
The principal accounting policies, which have been applied consistently in the current and preceding year in dealing with 
items which are considered material to the accounts, are set out below. 
 
Basis of preparation 
The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of 
Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standards 
applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS102) issued on 16 July 2014 and the Financial Reporting Standard 
applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS102), the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the 
Charities accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006 (as amended). 
 
Fund accounting 
Funds are classified as either restricted funds or unrestricted funds, defined as follows. 
 
Restricted funds are funds subject to specific requirements as to their use which may be declared by the donor or with their 
authority or created through legal processes, but still within the wider objects of the charity. 
 
Endowment funds are funds which have been given on the condition that the original capital sum is not reduced, but the 
income there from is used for the purpose defined in accordance with the objects of the charity. 
 
Unrestricted funds are expendable at the discretion of the trustees in furtherance of the objects of the charity. If parts of the 
unrestricted funds are earmarked at the discretion of the trustees for a particular purpose, they are designated as a separate 
fund. This designation has an administrative purpose only and does not legally restrict the trustees’ discretion to apply the 
fund. 
 
Incoming resources 
Income is recognised when the charity has entitlement to the funds, any performance conditions attached to the item(s) of 
income have been met, it is probable that the income will be received and the amount can be measured reliably. 
 
Interest receivable 
Interest on funds held on deposit is included when receivable and the amount can be measured reliably by the charity; this is 
normally upon notification of the interest paid or payable by the Bank. 
  
Fixed Assets 
The charity has the right to occupy and use for its charitable objects certain tangible fixed assets, including the Church, hall 
and manse, vested in the Church of Scotland General Trustees. No consideration is payable for the use of these assets. 
Expenditure incurred on the repair and maintenance of these assets is charged as resources expended in the Statement of 
Financial Activities in the period in which the liability arises. 
 
All tangible fixed assets costing in excess of £1,000 having a value to the charity greater than one year, other than those 

acquired for specific purposes, are capitalised. Depreciation is provided on a straight-line basis to write off the cost or initial 

value, less residual value, of tangible fixed assets over their estimated useful lives: 

 

Central heating boiler system and controls  15 years 

Fixtures, fittings and office equipment    5 years  

 

Investments 
Fixed asset investments are stated at market value at the balance sheet date. Unrealised gains and losses represent the 

difference between the market value at the beginning and end of the financial year or, if purchased in the year, the difference 

between cost and market value at the end of the year. Realised gains and losses represent the difference between the proceeds 

on disposal and the market value at the start of the year or cost if purchased in the year. 
 

Taxation 
Belhelvie Parish Church is recognised as a charity for the purposes of applicable taxation legislation and is therefore not 

subject to taxation on its charitable activities. The charity is not registered for VAT and resources expended therefore include 

irrecoverable input VAT.
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Belhelvie Parish Church 

Scottish Charity No SC016387 

Year Ended 31 December 2019 

 
Notes forming part of the financial statements 

                

For the year ended 31 December 2019  

Unrestricted 

Funds 

2019 

  

Restricted 

Funds 

2019 

 Endow-

ment 

Funds 

2019 

  

 

Total 

2019 

  

Unrestricted 

Funds 

2018 

  

Restricted 

Funds 

2018 

 Endow-

ment 

Funds 

2018 

  

 

Total 

2018 

 £  £  £  £  £  £  £  £ 

1. Donations and Legacies                

Offerings 68,070  -  -  68,070  73,202  -  -  73,202 

Tax recovered on Gift Aid 14,041  4,951  -  18,992  15,403  3,466  -  18,869 

Donations 460  1,500  -  1,960  420  -  -  420 

Legacies 13,326  -  -  13,326  -  -  -  - 

Benevolent Fund -  120  -  120  -  -  -  - 

Development Project -  53,216  -  53,216  -  22,736  -  22,736 

Pulpit Supply Refund 60  -  -  60  147  -  -  147 

 95,957  59,787  -  155,744  89,172  26,202  -  115,374 

                

2. Income from charitable activities                

Weddings and Funerals 1,840  -  -  1,840  4,390  -  -  4,390 

Other 2,665  -  -  2,665  2,508  -  -  2,508 

 4,505  -  -  4,505  6,898  -  -  6,898 

                

3. Income from other trading 

activities 

               

Use of Premises -  3,443  -  3,443  -  4,696  -  4,696 

Glebe Income -  500  -  500  -  500  -  500 

Other 340  5,197  -  5,537  340  4,541  -  4,881 

 340  9,140  -  9,480  340  9,737  -  10,077 

                

4. Investment Income                

Deposit interest 476  1,390  -  1,866  476  1,507  -  1,983 

 476  1,390  -  1,866  476  1,507  -  1,983 
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Belhelvie Parish Church 

Scottish Charity No SC016387 

Year Ended 31 December 2019 

Notes forming part of the financial statements 

                

For the year ended 31 December 2019  

Unrestricted 

Funds 

2019 

  

Restricted 

Funds 

2019 

 Endow-

ment 

Funds 

2019 

  

 

Total 

2019 

  

Unrestricted 

Funds 

2018 

  

Restricted 

Funds 

2018 

 Endow-

ment 

Funds 

2018 

  

 

Total 

2018 

 £  £  £  £  £  £  £  £ 

5. Analysis of Expenditure                

Raising Funds                

Offering Envelopes 184  -  -  184  179  -  -  179 

 184  -  -  184  179  -  -  179 

                

Charitable Activities                

Ministries & Mission Allocation 48,956  -  -  48,956  58,579  -  -  58,579 

Presbytery Dues 324  -  -  324  139  -  -  139 

Minister’s Expenses 5,715  -  -  5,715  5,781  -  -  5,781 

Pulpit Supply 657  -  -  657  733  -  -  733 

Other salary costs 7,774  703  -  8,477  8,214  1,006  -  9,220 

Fabric Repairs & Maintenance -  2,899  -  2,899  -  15,664  -  15,664 

Other Building Costs 5,083  3,284  -  8,367  5,210  3,250  -  8,460 

Glebe Rental -  550  -  550  -  550  -  550 

Sunday School and Teaching 140  -  -  140  790  -  -  790 

Printing, Stationery and Postage 568  -  -  568  398  -  -  398 

Photocopier Lease & Service Cost 1,233  -  -  1,233  1,363  -  -  1,363 

Third World Child Support 318  -  -  318  318  -  -  318 

Charitable Donations 1,800  366  -  2,166  900  5,017  -  5,917 

Benevolent Fund -  350  -  350  -  -  -  - 

Depreciation -  7,393  -  7,393  -  6,710  -  6,710 

Other Expenses 2,484  1,498  -  3,982  3,064  1,040  -  4,104 

                

 75,052  17,043  -  92,095  85,489  33,237  -  118,726 

Governance Costs                

Independent Examiner’s Fee 384  -  -  384  360  -  -  360 

 384  -  -  384  360  -  -  360 

                

Total 75,620  17,043  -  92,663  86,028  33,237  -  119,265 

                

Support costs have not been separately identified as the trustees consider there is only one charitable activity. Therefore support costs relate wholly to that activity and have not 

been separately identified. 
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Belhelvie Parish Church 
Scottish Charity No: SC016387 
Year ended 31 December 2019 

 

Notes forming part of the financial statements       

for the year ended 31 December 2019     

       2019  2018  

       £  £  

6. Staff costs and numbers       

  Salaries and wages   7,044  7,677  

  Social security costs   1,433  1,543  

           

  Total      8,477   9,220  

           

  The average number of employees during the year was as follows: 

         

       2019  2018  

       Number  Number  

           

  Organist   1  1  

  Cleaner    1  1  

        2   2  

  

No employee had employee benefits in excess of £50,000 (2018 nil) 

  All Church of Scotland congregations contribute to the National Stipend Fund which bears the costs of all 

ministers' stipends and employer's contributions for national insurance, pension and housing and loan fund. 

Ministers' stipends are paid in accordance with the national stipend scale, which is related to years of service. For 

the year under review the minimum stipend was £27,585 and the maximum stipend (in the fifth and subsequent 

years) £33,899. 

  

  

  

      

7. Trustee Remuneration and Related Party Transactions    

    

  

During the year 4 trustees including our minister received reimbursement of expenses incurred totaling £4,589.  

 

In addition Mr Allan Ritchie who is a member of the Kirk Session received £6,282 for providing his service as 

organist during the year. Carole Winter who is also a member of the Kirk Session received £605 during the year 

end for providing her services as a hall cleaner.  These costs are included in Note 6 above.   

 

No other trustee or a person related to a trustee had any personal interest in any other contract or transaction 

entered into by the charity during the year. 

 
During the year a total of £20,523 was donated to the congregation by trustees 
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Belhelvie Parish Church 
Scottish Charity No: SC016387 
Year ended 31 December 2019 

 

Notes forming part of the financial statements    

for the year ended 31 December 2019     

           

8. Tangible Fixed Assets       

           

      
Land and 

Buildings  

Fixtures, 

Fittings and 

Office 

Equipment  Total 

  Cost    £  £  £ 

  At 1 January 2019  171,336  33,721  205,057 

  Additions   16,373  12,990  29,363 

  At 31 December 2019   187,709   46,711   234,420 

           

  Accumulated Depreciation      

  At 1 January 2019  -  9,560  9,560 

  Charge for year   -  7,394  7,394 

  At 31 December 2019  -    16,954  16,954  

           

  Net Book Value       

  At 31 December 2019  187,709   29,757   217,466  

  At 31 December 2018  171,336   24,161   195,497  

           

           

      
Land and 

Buildings  

Fixtures, 

Fittings and 

Office 

Equipment  Total 

  Cost    £  £  £ 

  At 1 January 2018  155,827  33,536  189,363 

  Additions   15,509  185  15,694 

  At 31 December 2018  171,336   33,721   205,057  

           

  Accumulated Depreciation      

  At 1 January 2018  -  2,850  2,850 

  Charge for year   -  6,710  6,710 

  At 31 December 2018   -  9,560   9,560  

           

  Net Book Value       

  At 31 December 2018  171,336   24,161   195,497  

  At 31 December 2017  155,827   30,686   186,513  
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Belhelvie Parish Church 
Scottish Charity No: SC016387 
Year ended 31 December 2019 

 

Notes forming part of the financial statements        

for the year ended 31 December 2019        

 

9. Investments        

        2019  2018 

        £  £ 

  Market value at 31 December 2018   46,560  48,326 

  Unrealised gain/(loss) on investments   4,642  (1,766) 

  Market value at 31 December 2019   51,202    46,560 

           

  Investments at cost    10,902    10,902 

           

  The following investments are held:         

  

 

Growth Fund     32,364  28,536 

  Income Fund     18,838  18,024 

        51,202  46,560 

     

 

10. Debtors          

         2019  2018 

         £  £ 

  Prepayments and Accrued Income       2,804  2,849 

  Gift Aid Tax refund due       18,915  18,028 

         21,719    20,877 

11. Creditors          

         2019  2018 

         £  £ 

  Accruals       15,136   12,390  

            

            

12. Analysis of Net Assets Among Funds         

            

     General  Restricted  Endowment  Total 

     £  £  £  £ 

  Fixed Assets   -  217,466  -  217,466 

  Investments     51,202  -  51,202 

  Current Assets   114,710  236,318  -  351,028 

  Current Liabilities   (1,727)  (13,409)  -  (15,136) 

  Net assets at 31 Dec 2019    112,983  491,577   -   604,560  

            

     General  Restricted  Endowment  Total 

     £  £  £  £ 

  Fixed Assets   -  195,497  -  195,497 

  Investments   -  46,560  -  46,560 

  Current Assets   103,743  187,577  -  291,320 

  Current Liabilities   (1,418)  (10,972)  -  (12,390) 

  Net assets at 31 Dec 2018    102,325   418,662   -   520,987 
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Belhelvie Parish Church 

Scottish Charity No: SC016387 
Year ended 31 December 2019 

 

Notes forming part of the financial statements  

for the year ended 31 December 2019         

 

13. Volunteers          

 In common with all congregations of the Church of Scotland the congregation benefits from the contribution made by 

volunteers who give their time and talents willingly for the benefit of the Church. The areas of congregational life which  

rely on the contribution of volunteers are many and varied and much of the activity would be unable to continue were it not 

for the commitment shown. 

 

 

 

14. Movements in Funds          

    
At 1 

January  Incoming   Outgoing    
At 31 

December 

    2019  Resources  Resources  Transfers  2019 

    £  £  £  £  £ 

 Restricted funds          

  Flower Fund 250  -  -  -  250 

  Forsyth Hall Fund 59,153  6,851  (4,541)  (43,879)  17,584 

  Designated Fabric Fund 18,778  2,763  (2,898)  (7,990)  10,653 

  Glebe Fund 3,443  500  (550)  -  3,393 

  Benevolent Fund 2,154  120  (350)  -  1,924 

  Right Christmas Appeal Fund 10  -  -  -  10 

  Development Project Fund 43,209  58,166  -  85,301  186,676 

  Mainly Music 1,815  1,790  (1,310)  -  2,295 

  Investments/Deposits 94,353  4,768  -  (47,795)  51,326 

  Heritable Property 195,497  -  (7,394)  29,363  217,466 

    418,662   74,958   (17,043)   15,000   491,577  

 Unrestricted funds          

  General Fund 102,325  101,278  (75,620)  (15,000)  112,983 

 Total funds  520,987  176,236   (92,663)   -   604,560  

             

    
At 1 

January  Incoming   Outgoing    

At 31 

December 

    2018  Resources  Resources  Transfers  2018 

    £  £  £  £  £ 

 Restricted funds          

  Flower Fund 250  -  -  -  250 

  Forsyth Hall Fund 56,308  7,752  (4,907)  -  59,153 

  Designated Fabric Fund 28,179  1,262  (15,663)  5,000  18,778 

  Glebe Fund 3,493  500  (550)  -  3,443 

  Benevolent Fund 2,154  -  -  -  2,154 

  Right Christmas Appeal Fund 4,710  -  (4,700)  -  10 

  Development Project Fund 36,896  26,203  -  (19,890)  43,209 

  Mainly Music 1,036  1,485  (706)  -  1,815 

  Investments/Deposits 95,876  244  (1,767)  -  94,353 

  Heritable Property 182,317  -  (6,710)  19,890  195,497 

    411,219   37,446   (35,003)   5,000   418,662  

 Unrestricted funds          

  General Fund 96,467  96,886  (86,028)  (5,000)  102,325 

 Total funds  507,686  134,332   (121,031)   -   520,987  
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Belhelvie Parish Church 

Scottish Charity No: SC016387 
Year ended 31 December 2019 

 

Notes forming part of the financial statements  

 

for year ended 31 December 2019 
 
14.  Movement in Funds (continued) 

   

 Purposes of Restricted Funds 

  

Flower Fund: This is a fund to provide flowers for display during services of worship. 

Forsyth Hall Fund: This fund meets the running costs of the hall and generates capital for 

improvements.  

Designated Fabric Fund: The Trustees have set aside funds for the maintenance of the church 

property.  

Glebe Fund: Income generated is used for the upkeep of the glebe. 

Benevolent Fund: Funds can be used to assist parishioners who have specific financial needs. 

Development Project Fund: This is a fund to assist with the plans to develop the Church, new 

car park, provide more space in the existing Forsyth Hall and create an annexe to the Hall. 

Mainly Music Fund: This fund is kept for the purpose of sustaining the Mainly Music ministry 

within Belhelvie Church. 

 

 Purposes of Designated Funds 

  

Sunday School income and expenditure is administered within the General Fund. 

Fabric Reserve Fund, incorporated under Investments/Deposits above, is held for providing 

funds for major development work to the church’s buildings.  

 
  

 

15. Collections for Third Parties     2019  2018 

       £  £ 

  Christian Aid     2,834  2,083 

  Poppy Scotland     304  342 

  Nkhoma Hospital Appeal     -  10,000 

  Stella’s Voice     150  120 

          3,288   12,545 

         

         

         

         

         

         

 


